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The Cultural Heritage Preservation Activities and Religious
Heritage—-Making by the Sisters of the Blessed Korean Martyrs
. Focusing on the Relics of the Consort of Imperial Prince

Uichin of the Korean Empire

Yu Sang Soon

Graduate School of Dong-Eui University, Department of Library &

Information Science and History

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine how the royal artifacts
donated by Kim Deok-su, Consort of Prince Imperial Ui of the Korean
Empire, to the Sisters of the Blessed Korean Martyrs transcended their
value as mere historical objects and were transformed into religious
heritage imbued with spiritual significance. Unlike existing studies on
religious cultural heritage that have primarily focused on institutional
preservation and physical management, this paper empirically analyzes
how these artifacts were imbued with meaning and integrated into the
community’s identity through the religious practices and interpretations
of the Catholic women’s religious order, the Sisters of the Blessed
Korean Martyrs.

This study particularly emphasizes how the collection, preservation,
and exhibition of the Consort of Prince Imperial Ui's artifacts extend
beyond conventional museum activities to align with the order’s unique

mission —honoring martyrs and preserving national culture. To trace the
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circumstances surrounding the donation in the absence of official
documentation, this research relies on the oral testimony of Ms. Jeong
Hwan-hee, who spent the later years of the princess consort’s life with
her, as a key primary source. Additional sources, such as internal
documents of the order, memoirs, museum records, and newspaper
articles, are used for cross-—verification. Based on these materials, the
study offers a comprehensive analysis of the motives behind the
donation, the process of reception, and exhibition practices, illustrating
how cultural heritage becomes intertwined with religious memory within
the monastic community.

The findings reveal that the artifacts of the Consort of Prince Imperial
Ui are reinterpreted by the Sisters not merely as historical relics but as
symbols of faith and communal spirit. Through exhibition and
educational efforts, they have undergone a public transformation into
religious cultural heritage. This process simultaneously reinforces the
religious nature of the heritage through the order’'s faith-based
interpretations and practices, while highlighting the cultural contributions
and social roles of Catholic women’s religious orders in Korean society.

Therefore, this study underscores the active role and interpretive
authority of religious institutions in the formation and transformation of
religious cultural heritage, contributing to scholarly discourse on the
spiritual and social responsibilities that women’s monastic communities

can undertake as agents of cultural heritage preservation.
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